How a Bill Becomes a Law
process in the chamber of origin

Committee

First Reading

A bill is introduced by a
representative or senator.
The title of the bill is read,
constituting the first reading.
The speaker (in the House)
or the majority leader (in the
Senate) refers the bill to a
standing committee.

è

Committees hold public meetings to receive testimony and
debate a bill. Committees may report a bill to the floor with
favorable recommendation, may report a substitute bill or
may recommend that a bill be referred to another committee.
Committees also may reject or take no action on a bill, and the
chamber may discharge a bill from committee by a majority
vote of members “elected and serving.” A bill dies if it remains
in committee at the end of a legislative session.

Second Reading

è

Bills reported out of
committee receive a second
reading (again, just the
title). The full chamber
considers the committee’s
recommendations, debates
the bill and may offer
amendments.

Third Reading and Vote

è

On the third reading, bills are open for debate by
the full chamber. A bill may be tabled, postponed
indefinitely, referred back to committee or brought to
a roll-call vote. Passage requires a “yes” vote from the
majority of members elected and serving (normally
56 members in the House and 20 in the Senate). A bill
may be given immediate effect if two-thirds of the
members serving support such a motion.

process in the second chamber

First Reading

A bill receives a first reading and
is referred to a committee by the
speaker (in the House) or the
majority leader (in the Senate).

Committee

è

Committees hold public meetings to
receive testimony and debate a bill.
The process and possible actions are
the same in both chambers.

Third Reading and Vote

Second Reading

è

Bills recommended by committee receive
a second reading. The full chamber
considers the committee’s recommendations, debates the bill and may offer
amendments.

è

Bills are read for the third time and undergo the same process
as in the other chamber. If a bill passes without amendment
in the second chamber, it is sent to the governor. If a bill
passes but has been amended in the second chamber, it is
returned for concurrence to the chamber of origin.

process if the two chambers differ

Concurrence
If the chamber of origin approves the second chamber’s amendments, the bill is sent to the
governor. If the amendments are rejected, the bill is assigned to a conference committee
composed of three senators and three representatives.

è

Conference Committee
If the chamber of origin approves the second chamber’s amendments, the bill is sent to the
governor. If the amendments are rejected, the bill is assigned to a conference committee
composed of three senators and three representatives.

role of the governor
A bill becomes a law if the governor signs it or fails to sign or veto it within 14 days after officially receiving it. In the event of a veto, a bill becomes a law if both chambers vote to override the veto by a two-thirds
majority, if one or the other does not override or if the bill dies.
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